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ORDINANCE NO. 

INTRODUCED BY: Reams 

PROPOSED NO.: 

8868 
AN ORDINANCE amending the requirements for marking 
fire lanes and amending Ordinance 7980, Section 1 
and K.C.C. 17.04.070. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

SECTION 1. Ordinance 4134, Section 3 as amended and K.C.C. 

7 17.04.070 are amended to read as follows: 

8 Fire lanes - Establishment - Vehicle obstruction and 

9 II impoundment. 

10 A. Establishment of fire lanes. Fire lanes in conformance 

11 Ilwith this Code shall be established by the King County fire 
I 

12 II marshal or his authorized designee, and shall be referred to as 

13 II des i g nat e d fir e 1 an e sin t his sec t ion. 

14 B. Definition of fire lanes. The area within any public 
I 

15 II right-of-way, easement, or on private property designated for the 

16 II purpose of permitting fire trucks and other fire fighting or 

17 II emergency equipment to use, travel upon, and park. 

18 C. Marking of fire lanes. All designated fire lanes shall be 

19 Ilclearly marked in one of the following manner: 

20 1. ((~Ae-5tee-e~-5tee5-ef-a-ft~e-taAe-eA-WAteA-~a~~tA§-tS 

21 II t e - Be - ~ ~ e A 4 B 4 tee - SA a t t -A aye - 4 t 5 - e I:t ~ B - ~ a 4 Ate e - ~e a 'i - - ± f - fI e - e I:t ~ B 

22 II e * :j. 5 t 5 -; - t A e - e I:t t e ~ - e e § e - e f - t A e - f t jO e - t a A e - 5 A a t t - Be-ITt a jO ~ e e - w:j. t A - a - 5 :j. * 

23 II :j. A e A - w tee - ~ e e - 5 t ~ t ~ e .. ) ) Ve r tic a 1 cur b s (6 inc h) s hal 1 b epa i n ted 

24 II ye 1 1 ow 0 nth e top and sid e, ext end i n g the 1 eng tho f the des i g nat e d 

25 II fir e 1 a n e • The p a v em e n tad j ace n t tot h epa i n ted cur b s s hal 1 b e 

26 II mar ked wit h min i mum 1 8 inc h i n h e i g h t b 1 0 c k 1 e t t e r i n g wit h a 

27 minimum 3 inch brush stroke reading: "NO PARKING - FIRE LANE.II 

28 Lettering shall be yellow and spaced at 50 foot or portion thereof 

29 II i n t e r val s, 0 r 

30 2. ((~Ae-te~-ef-tAe-~ee-el:t~B,-e~-tAe-ftat-5I:tjOfaee-ef-tAe 

31 ~ee-5t~t~:j.fI§-;-5Aatt-Be-lTta~~ee,-at-tA4~ty-feet-:j.AtejOyat5,-W:j.tA-tAe 

32 we~e5,-NQ-PAR~~NG---~±R~-bAN~ .. --+Ae5e-wejOe5-5Aatt-Be-~jOtAtee-tA 

33 II W A t t e - t e t t e jO 5 -; - t R ~ e e - tA e A e 5 - t A - A e t § At .. ) ) R 0 1 1 e d cur b S 0 r sur f ace 



, 

8 8 [""JIf"'ll ", '00 

1 II without curbs shall have a yellow 6 inch wide stripe painted 

2 "extending the length of the designated fire lane. The surface 
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adjacent to the stripe shall be marked with minimum 18 inch in 

height block lettering with a minimum 3 inch brush stroke 

reading: "NO PARKING - FIRE LANE.II Lettering shall be in yellow 

and spaced at 50 ft. or portion thereof intervals, or 

((~.--Metat-5t§R5,-twet¥e-tReAe5-tR-WtatA-By-et§AteeR-tReAe5 

tR-Aet§At,-5Aatt-Be-~taeea-ateR§-att-~ea-e~~BtR§-e~-5tPt~tR§T--'~e 

5t§R5-5~att-Be-5~aeea-at-Ret-ffie~e-t~aR-5t*ty-ieet-tRte~yat5i-WttA 

at-tea5t-eRe-5t§R-at-eaeA-eRa-ef-t~e-ae5t§Ratea-fi~e-taRe.--~i§R5 

5Aatt-Be-ffie~Rtea-eR-a~~aBte-~e5t5,-WttA-tAe-Betteffi-ef-tAe-5t§R-Ret 

te55-tAaR-5t*-feet,-Re~-ffiepe-t~aR-et§At-feet,-aBeye-tAe-aejetRtR§ 

§~e~Re-teyet.--St§R5-5Aatt-~eaa-yeptteatty-i~effi-te~-te-Betteffi,-N9 

PAR~tNG-~tR~-bAN~.--tAe-tette~tR§-iep-5t§R5-5Aatt-Be-~ee-eR-a 

WAtte-Bae~§pe~Ra.)) 

((4.))3. ((At-eaeA-eRtpaRee-te-~~e~e~ty-wRe~e-it~e-taRe5 

Aaye-BeeR-ae5t§Rateai-5t§R5-5Aatt-Be-~e5tea-tR-a-etea~ty 

eeR5~te~e~5-teeatteRi-aRe-5Aatt-eteaPtY-5tate-tAat-yeRtete5-~a~~e8 

tR-it~e-taRe5-ffiaY-Be-tffi~e~Ree8i-aRe-tAe-Raffiei-tete~AeRe-R~ffiBe~i 

aR8-a88~e55-ef-tAe-teWtR§-itPffi-WAepe-tRe-yeAtete-ffiaY-Be-~eeeeffiee.)) 

3. Fire Lane signs shall be installed per the 

illustration: 

12 " 
Lettering Specifications 

"NO I 3" - Height 

PARKINGI 3" - Height 
18" I" FIRE I 2" - Height 

LANE • 2" - Height 

a. Reflective in nature. 

b. Red letters on white background. 

c. Signs to be spaced 50 feet or portion thereof apart 

and posted on or immediately next to the curb. 

nlhA~/11-n1-AA/HK:lt -2-
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1 d. Top of signs to be not less than 4 feet nor more than 

2 II 6 feet from the ground. 
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e. Signs may be placed on a builrling when approved by the 

fire marshal as the designee of the manager of Building and Land 

Development. 

When posts are required they shall be a minimum of 2 inch 

galvanized steel or 4 inch x 4 inch pressure treated wood. Signs 

to be placed so they face the direction of the vehicular travel. 

D. Obstruction of fire lanes prohibited. The obstruction of 

a designated fire lane by a parked vehicle or any other object is 

prohibited, shall constitute a traffic hazard as defined in state 

law and an immediate hazard to life and property. 

E. Aiternate materials and methods. The fire marshal as 

designee of the manager of Building and Land Development may 

modify any of the provisions herein where practical difficulties 

exist. The particulars of a modification shall be granted by the 

fire marshal and shall be entered into the records of the office. 

F. Existing fire lane signs and markings. 

1. Signs (minimum 9 inch by 16 inch) may be allowed to 

remain until there is a need for replacement and at that time a 12 

inch x 18 inch sign shall be installed. 

2. Markings may be allowed to remain until there is a need 

for repainting and at that time the provisions outlined in Section 

C, 1, 2 or 3 shall be complied with. 

G. Maintenance. Fire lane markings shall be maintained at 

the expense of the property owner(s) as often as needed to clearly 

identify the designated area as being a fire lane. 

H. Towing notification. At each entrance to property where 

fire lanes have been designated, signs shall be posted in a 

clearly conspicuous location and shall clearly state that vehicles 

parked in fire lanes may be impounded, and the name, telephone 

number, and address of the towing firm where the vehicle may be 

redeemed. 

n'C-nr/'i")'~ OO/IlV.'.&. ') 
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8868 
((9.)) I. Property owner responsible. The owner, manager, 

or person in charge of any property upon which designated fire 

lanes have been established shall prevent the parking of vehicles 

or placement of other obstructions in such fire lanes. 

((~T))J. Violation -misdemeanor-penalty. Any person who 

fails to mark or maintain the marking of a designated fire lane as 

prescribed in ((s~9seet~eA-B-eF)) this ((seet~eR)) ordinance, or 

who parks a vehicle in, allows the parking of a vehicle in, 

obstructs, or allows the obstruction of a designated fire lane is 

guilty of a misdemeanor. The penalty for failing to mark or 

maintain the marking of a designated fire lane shall be one 

hundred and fifty dollars or imprisonment in the King County jail 

for a period not to exceed thirty days. The penalty for parking a 

vehicle in, allowing the parking of a vehicle in, obstructing, or 

allowing the obstruction of a designated fire lane shall be thirty 

dollars. 

((~T)) K. Violation - Civil Penalty. In addition to, or as 

an alternate to, the provisions of ((s~9seet4eR-e-ef-tA4s)) 

section~, any person who fails to meet the provisions of the fire 

lane requirements codified in this title shall be subject to civil 

penalties in conformance with K.C.C. Chapter 23. 

"1 ~QC' 11 ?_ 1 ':l~QQ lUI!. 1 + _Ll_ 
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1 ((b7)) L. Impoundment. Any vehicle or object obstructing a 

2 designated fire lane is hereby declared a traffic hazard and may 

3 be abated without prior notification to its owner by impoundment 

4 pursuant to the applicable state law. 
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INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this 

.o-~ ,1988. 

12~ day 

PASSED this Z7ttv day of ~ ,198'1. 

.~!V'V\ 
ATTEST: 

~~)n~ 
""7 C 1 <eitK 0 f t h e- tau n c i 1 

0~ APPROVED this day of M~ ~ , 1981'. 

------------- K~tY~Ve 
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